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We offer bagged feed  for all your
animals at competitive prices!
Check our website www.pbauction.ca
for current inventory and prices

Don’t see what you want? We do
custom orders! 
Open during sales and by appointment

 

Picture Butte 
            Auction Ltd.
Picture Butte 
            Auction Ltd.

Southern Alberta’s Only Weekly Sheep & Goat Auction

Owner/Auctioneer: Brad de Leeuw
Owner/Order Buyer: David Slingerland
Auctioneer:Erik Dunsbergen
Auctioneer: Pete den Dekker
Office: Jennifer Schultz 

Address: 110071 Hwy 25
Box 640, Picture Butte AB, T0K 1V0

Phone: 403-732-4400
Email: office@pbauction.ca
Website: www.pbauctionca

Regular Sales
Every Saturday:

Misc, Sheep, Goats, and Horses sell at 10:00am
All Classes of Cattle sell at 11:30am 

UPCOMING SALES  
Sheep & Goat Special- May 3  at 10 am

Sheep & Goat Special- May 24 at 10 am 
Sheep & Goat Special -  June 7 at 10 am

Odd ‘N Unusual Sales
-Last Saturday of April, May, June and September

Equipment Sales
-As Announced Through the Summer

The Feed Store
at Picture Butte Auction

We are a 2W Livestock
Equipment Dealer!

Proudly Manufactured 
in Canada

Looking for a new handling
system for your sheep? 

 

Give us a call at 403-732-4400

ALSO:
Sheep & Goat Specials

-Every First Saturday sale of the month 2W offers a lightweight,
easy-to-assemble system

perfect for small
livestock! 

Let’s Work Together
7367 Line 86, Wallenstein, ON N0B 2S0 | 519.698.2164
sales@bhfmfg.com | www.bhfmfg.com 

MFB 99
Mineral Feeder Only

MF-99
*No Oiler
Tip Proof
Weather Resistant Compartment Feeder

Looking for Dealers!

Goat and sheep oiler/scratcher
Steel Oil Tank
Adjustable Brushes
Top brush brushes out winter hair
Adjustable Flow Control Valve
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Message From Your Vice Chair

During the last 2 years, one of the discussions that appears 
at most producer meetings and at the last couple of AGM’s 
is national unity, and the strengthening of our industry.    

It is apparent that right now all of Canada is looking at 
their respective industries and looking for ways to remain 
strong and profitable in the current climate.  I am happy to 
say that our sheep industry and the national landscape has 
been on ALP’s radar longer than the renewed interest in 
buying Canadian and reducing interprovincial trade.   

Alberta is punching above its weight class with 20% of the 
lamb industry AND the largest lamb federal processing 
plant in the country. Alberta plays a significant role in pro-
viding high-quality lamb to consumers.  

Through a producer resolution at the AGM, you, the pro-
ducers gave the Board clear direction to investigate rejoin-
ing CSF. The Board had already commenced such investigations and since the AGM has continued 
having conversations with other provincial sheep organizations to gather information to help us 
make an informed decision in the best interests of Alberta’s sheep industry. Alberta’s lamb industry, 
is by nature, part of a broader national agricultural framework that includes producers from every 
corner of Canada, with varying regional challenges, production methods, and consumer demands.  
Up to this point in time it has been easy for provinces to become isolated in their approach to 
industry issues, but the need for a strong national voice is more important than ever, and Alberta 
producers have said they would like ALP to investigate having a seat at the table.  

Alberta producers, by participating in national discussions and initiatives, can ensure that their con-
cerns are heard and that the needs of the industry are met at the highest level. 

As Alberta lamb producers investigate to see where our role is nationally, it’s clear that there is a 
great deal of work that needs to be done, and it won’t happen overnight, there are many tough 
discussions that need to be had.  It is important to remember that we don’t need to agree on eve-
rything to see benefit in a working relationship. 

ALP is involved with many discussions at a National level, and is committed to ensuring Alberta pro-
ducers are represented and included . Today we are having more conversations and collaborating 
more effectively across the country than we have over the past few years. While the ultimate deci-
sion on where Alberta producers are best served in the national landscape is yet to be determined, 
discussions with other provinces reveals a consistent desire to see the Canadian sheep industry 
move forward. 

Alberta has a vital role to play on the national stage, and by continuing to engage in open dialogue, 
we can ensure that our concerns are heard, and our industry moves forward.  

N'ewesletter is published by the 
Alberta Lamb Producers. Opinions 
expressed herein do not necessarily 
reflect those of Alberta Lamb 
Producers, the Board of Directors or 
its officers.

When reprinting articles from 
N'ewesletter, credit must be given 
to the ALP and/or the author, if 
applicable. No changes may be 
made without ALP’s, or the author’s, 
written permission.
Alberta Lamb Producers does not 
endorse or promote any of the 
advertisements or advertisers in the 
N’ewesletter.

For full Advertising Terms and 
Conditions see the Media Kit at 
http://www.ablamb.ca/
index.php/news-advertising/
advertising

 
Phone: 403-948-8533  
Email: info@ablamb.ca 
Websites: www.ablamb.ca and  
 www.albertalamb.ca

Cover photo:  Susan Neal

N’ewesletter Policy
Hard copies of N’ewesletter will be 
mailed to all producers who have 
purchased CSIP tags and paid 
check-off within the last two years. 
Producers who have not purchased 
tags within the last two years will 
be removed from our mailing 
list, but may continue receiving 
hard copies in the mail for $25 + 
GST, paid annually. Please contact 
the office for an invoice. ALP offers 
each issue of N’ewesletter on our 
website for free access: link: https://
ablamb.ca/index.php/news-
advertising/n-ewesletter . ALP 
continually strives to responsibly 
use check-off dollars to benefit 
lamb producers in Alberta. 

Ma r ty Win c h e l l 

http://www.ablamb.ca/index.php/news-advertising/advertising
http://www.ablamb.ca/index.php/news-advertising/advertising
http://www.ablamb.ca/index.php/news-advertising/advertising
mailto:info@ablamb.ca
www.ablamb.ca
www.albertalamb.ca
https://ablamb.ca/index.php/news-advertising/advertising
https://ablamb.ca/index.php/news-advertising/advertising
https://ablamb.ca/index.php/news-advertising/advertising
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From Your Director: 
Olivia Blum 
Hi There. I am Olivia Blum, a 
recent addition to the Alberta 
Lamb Producers Board in Fall of 
2024. I am relatively new to the 
sheep production industry with 
about 5 years’ experience with 
sheep on our small farmstead.  

“Northern Light Acres” is run with 
my husband Steve and our two 
boys still at home. Our farm also 
raises pigs, chickens, turkeys and we breed CKC registered Pem-
broke Welsh Corgis. I am also a Registered Nurse and work full 
time as a Nursing Educator. Juggling family, farm, kids’ activities 
and a career are always considered a balancing act. 

Like so many budding sheep programs we started from 4-H 
projects and have grown from two ewes our first year to about 
40 at the moment.  Being that our boys are involved with 4-H 
we are aiming this year to meet the demand for Winter 4-H 
lambs for local club projects and have an assortment of breeds. 
Being new to sheep I have found it a bit hard to pick a breed 
and go with it and so still working towards that while keeping 
our flock relatively closed.

It was a big step for us last year to put in some infrastructure to 
facilitate lambing in December with a basic barn. Having that 
barn has been a dream for a while and even though ours has a 
dirt floor and is not heated it has served to get the lambs out 
of the wind and weather. We will put up heat lamps for them 
and use sweaters if temperatures are cool. Our latest additions 
have been a shiny new water hydrant to have water in the barn, 
a sheep handling system and even a website for our budding 
farm business.

My biggest concern as a small-scale producer is finding ways 
to be profitable with sheep. Not having the land resources 
and equipment to grow our own feed has been the greatest 
challenge for us and being only a small acreage, we feed year-
round and do not have much grazing available. We are current-
ly enrolled in the Loop program which utilizes food items that 
would have been discarded by grocery stores and gets expiring 
food items to farmers to use as feed. It has been work driving 
to the city to get our assigned pickups - removing stickers and 
twist ties and plastic from the items and dealing with all the 
waste packaging. But we feed our livestock this produce every 
day, and it helps to reduce hay use a bit. Who knew that sheep 
would eat citrus fruits, potatoes, onions and all sorts of other 
unlikely veggies. They come running when I bring the buckets 
and just love it!

Another thing we have been working towards is having our 
lamb finished up to market weight and finding inspected pro-
cessors to be able to retail our small quantities of product too. It 

has been a challenge finding in my area (near Olds) places that 
will accept lamb that are inspected.

 As a new board member I am learning about all the great re-
sources our ALP team is working on to help new producers find 
this information and all of the great educational resources that 
are available. Every month I am learning new things about our 
industry, making connections and gaining knowledge about 
sheep. I am pleased to grow in this knowledge with you all and 
encourage you to reach out if you have any questions about 
your industry that we can help connect you with.

Message From Your 
Interim Director: 
Richard Van Driesten 
Hello fellow sheep producers. I, 
Richard Van Driesten, am excited 
to have recently joined the ALP 
board of directors as an Interim 
director. Together with my wife 
and 3 young children, I farm near 
the small town of Champion, Al-
berta. Raised on a goat dairy near 
Nobleford Alberta, I bought my 
first sheep while enrolled in the Agriculture Technology – Ani-
mal Sciences program at Lethbridge College. My first flock of 30 
Clun Forests soon evolved into a more commercial crossbred 
flock of Romanov, Dorset, East Fresian and Cheviot cross ewes 
which were bred back to Suffolk terminal rams. A couple years 
ago we transitioned into a lamb feedlot rather than a lambing 
operation due to labor requirements and high feed costs. We 
currently purchase all of our lambs as light weight feeder lambs 
and grow them to 120- 140 lb finished lambs. Having been 
in the sheep industry for 14+ years and raised in the farming 
community, I feel I can help voice the concerns of the Albertan 
sheep industry and I look forward to working with producers all 
across the province as an ALP director.

Needless to say, this is an exciting time for the Canadian sheep 
industry. Although the wool division is struggling to find a 
place in todays market, lambs have been selling at record high 
prices. We have seen feeder lambs selling for well over $4.00/
lb at auction marts in Alberta and finished lambs hit $15/kg on 
the rail. It will be very interesting to see what the markets do 
going forward. 

This is a great time to expand our industry, whether it be new 
producers getting on board, existing producers expanding, 
more farmers getting into direct marketing, more slaughter 
houses and butcher shops being set up and research being 
done on developing better management practices. With some 
60 percent of lamb consumed in Canada currently being im-
ported from other countries, we have an enormous potential 
for the Canadian sheep industry, and together we can work to 
get Canadian lamb on the plates of Canadians.
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I hope you all were able to stay warm and safe this past Winter 
and can look forward to the busy Spring and Summer months 
ahead.

ALP Activities Fall/Winter 2024/2025 
• September 3: Farm Tour/Producer meeting, Ponoka area (3 

directors, 1 staff) 
• September 12: CFA meeting, virtual (1 staff)
• September 13-14: ALP In-Person Board Meeting, Airdrie (di-

rectors, 1 staff)
• September 16: Rangeland Sustainability research project, 

virtual meeting (1 staff)
• September 20: TACLP (Technology Access Centre for Live-

stock Production) Industry Advisory Board Meeting, virtual 
(1 director)

• September 26: National Sheep Network (NSN) meeting, vir-
tual (2 directors)

• October 1 & 28: Rangeland Sustainability research project 
team, virtual meeting (1 staff)

• October 8: Alberta Animal Surveillance Vet- M. Ovi testing 
& fencing program, virtual (1 staff)

• October 8: ALP Board Call, TEAMS (directors, 1 staff)
• October 16: Westfine Meats Producer Meeting, virtual (2 

directors, 1 staff)
• October 22: All Members Marketing Council Meeting, Red 

Deer (1 director, 1 staff)
• October 23-24: CFA Board meeting, virtual (1 staff)
• October 23: ALP Board Call*, TEAMS (directors, 1 staff) 
• October 25: OSF Annual General Meeting virtual (1 direc-

tor)
• October 28: Traceability CFIA/ALP/OSF, virtual (4 executive, 

1 staff)
• October 29: Agri-Food Exhibitor and Commodity Meeting, 

Calgary (1 director, 1 staff)
• October 30: AEPA (Agri-Environmental Partnership of Al-

berta) Advisory Committee, virtual (1 staff)
• November 4, 18 & 25: Rangeland Sustainability research 

project team meeting (2 staff)
• November 15: WeCahn Small Ruminant network meeting, 

virtual (1 staff)
• November 16: ASBA Annual General Meeting, virtual (1 di-

rector)
• November 19: CIPARS Webinar (1 staff)
• November 20: Office of the Chief Provincial Veterinarian 

meeting, Airdrie (1 staff)
• November 23: ALP AGM & Conference, Olds (6 Directors, 2 

staff)
• November 26: Agrivoltaics Canada, virtual (1 staff)
• November 28: National Sheep Network (NSN) meeting, vir-

tual (2 directors, 1 staff)
• December 10 & 16: Rangeland Sustainability research pro-

ject, virtual meeting (2 staff)
• December 10: ALP Board Call*, TEAMS (directors, 1 staff)
• December 11: AEPA meeting, virtual (1 staff)
• December 18: CAHSS Small Ruminant Network Meeting, 

virtual (1 staff)

• December 19: All MBC – Marketing Council Meeting, virtual 
(1 staff)

• January 6: Research Projects - AAFC research Scientists/
RDAR/ALP, virtual meeting (1 staff)

• January 6: Rangeland Sustainability research project team, 
virtual meeting (2 staff)

• January 10 & 11: SSDB AGM & Conference, Saskatoon (1 di-
rector, 1 staff)

• January 14: Meeting with AG Minister Sigurdson, Calgary, (1 
director, 1 staff)

• January 14: ALP Board Call*, TEAMS (directors and 1 staff)
• January 15: Westfine Meats Producer Meeting (2 directors, 

1 staff)
• January 16: RDAR members meeting and Research Show-

case, Nisku (1direcor, 1 staff)
• January 18: CSF AGM, virtual (4 directors, 1 staff)
• January 22: CFA GMs meeting, virtual (1 staff)
• January 23: Campaign for Wool and ALP meeting, Calgary 

(1 director, 1 staff)
• January 27: Targeted Grazing Course Committee, virtual 

meeting (1 staff)
• January 28: ALP Board Call*, TEAMS (directors and 1 staff)
• January 30: National Sheep Network (NSN) virtual meeting 

(2 directors, 1 staff)
• January 31: FAA Conference, Red Deer (1 staff)
• February 4: Research Project Proposal Meeting with Dr. Gil-

leard & Dr. Anmar (UCVM), Airdrie (1 staff)
• February 5: Leduc County Sheep 101 webinar (1 director,1 

staff)
• February 6: Conversation on AG and the Alberta Economy 

with NDP MLAs, Calgary (1 director, 1 staff)
• February 7 & 8: ALP In-Person Board Meeting, Airdrie (di-

rectors, 1 staff)
• February 8: Manitoba Sheep Association AGM, virtual (6 

directors, 1 staff)
• February 11: ALP Board Call*, TEAMS (directors, 1 staff)
• February 19: AEPA virtual (1 staff)
• February 25: ALP Board Call*, TEAMS (directors, 1 staff)
• March 4: ACA (AG Carbon Alliance) Committee, virtual 

meeting (1 staff)
• March 4: Canadian Sheep Extension Network, virtual meet-

ing(1 staff)
• March 5: ASBA & ALP event collaboration, virtual meeting 

(1 director, 1 staff)
• March 6: AAFC Roundtable – Information sharing/Q&A on 

U.S Tariffs, virtual (1 staff)
• March 6: Meeting with Alberta Lamb Producers and MLA 

Heather Sweet, virtual  (1 staff)
• March 11: ALP Board Call*, TEAMS (directors, 1 staff)
• March 20: Agrivoltaics 101 Webinar (1 staff)
• March 21: ARECA Annual General Meeting, virtual (1 staff)
• March 25: ALP Board Call*, TEAMS (directors, 1 staff)
• March 27: National Sheep Network (NSN), virtual meeting 

(2 directors, 1 staff)

April 2025    3



4     July 2023

            Alberta Lamb Producers

Director Thank You:  
Richard Boscher  
The Alberta Lamb Producers extend their gratitude to Richard 
Boscher for his dedicated volunteer service as a director with 
the commission. Richard was acclaimed in the fall of 2021 for a 
three-year term, which he completed in November 2024. Fol-
lowing a bylaw change in 2022, ALP directors now serve two-
year terms. In February 2025, Richard decided to step down 
from his second term as director. The board and staff will 
greatly miss his risk mitigation strategies and thoughtful con-
tributions. Throughout his tenure with ALP, Richard served as a 
director, vice finance chair, and participated in several commit-
tees. We wish Richard and his family all the best in their future 
sheep farming endeavors.

ALP Meets With Minister Sigurdson 
On January 14, 2025 ALP chair Jordan Allen and Executive 
Director Jolene Airth had the opportunity to meet with the 
Honorable RJ Sigurdson, Minister of Agriculture and his chief 
of staff Mikayla Janssen at the McDougall Centre in Calgary, Al-
berta.

The need for more red meat abattoirs was discussed, specifi-
cally lamb/mutton abattoirs in the province, to which the min-
ister replied that under the Sustainable Canadian Agriculture 
Partnership (SCAP) there is an opportunity to apply for funding. 
As posted on the Government of Alberta website the “Emerg-
ing Opportunities Program” which supports projects focused 
on innovation and results in significant company growth and 
sector impact. The Emerging Opportunities Grant Program 
supports the Government of Alberta’s strategic objectives re-
lated to growth and development of Alberta’s value-added ag-
riculture sector. The program supports projects that focus on 
innovation and result in significant company growth and sector 
impact. Projects can include new technologies, best new prac-
tises, significant capacity expansions and new builds.

Interested applicants can contact the program area directly to 
discuss if the project meets the objectives of the program. If the 
project is deemed a fit, the applicant will be invited to submit a 
letter of request to the program. The program area will prepare 
recommendations for the Minister based on project alignment 
with assessment criteria and available funding.

There is limited funding for this program. Projects conducted 
by agriculture and bio-industrial processors must have a mini-
mum total project investment of $2 million. Maximum grant 
funding provided by this program is $1,000,000 per fiscal year, 
to a project maximum of $2,000,000. A project will only be con-
sidered under one program (processors cannot apply to more 
than one Alberta Sustainable Canadian Agricultural Partner-
ship (Sustainable CAP) program for the same project expenses). 
Further details will be shared with applicants that are invited to 
apply for funding.

Cost share for approved capital expenses is 25% government 
and 75% applicant. Cost share for approved non-capital ex-
penses is 50% government and 50% applicant.”

There is a demand for more facilities in this province and the 
government has heard us, now who wants to start a business?!

Staying on the theme of meat processing, we discussed that 
while the on-farm slaughter licenses have created opportuni-
ties for those who follow regulations, it has also put the sheep 
industry under a bad light in this province. Regulatory pro-
cesses are not followed at times, be that from lack of education 
or lack of the desire to follow the regulation. Government ap-
proach to mitigating this problem is to increase the education 
requirements, including the completion of a food safety course 
prior to on farm slaughter licenses being awarded. In addition 
to this, the government is working to pass legislation to in-
crease the fines from $10,000 to $100,000 for each offence. This 
may prove to be a deterrent, should the courts be firm and ap-
ply appropriate penalties. Producers are encouraged to report 
illegal slaughter, and protect the industry you work so hard to 
be successful in.

We moved on to discuss the lack of extension support in the 
smaller ag sectors, and it was mentioned how the Alberta 
sheep industry is thankful to have the support of neighboring 
provinces to share some of their expertise. We did not receive 
much support on this discussion, as the government recently 
shot down the efforts of many to reinstate the extension net-
works last fall. The minister suggested that a co-operative ex-
tension model would be best. We will continue to collaborate 
with our fellow provincial organizations and their extension 
specialists to create that network we need, as well as advocate 
for funding support. 

The lack of veterinarians in this province who treat sheep was 
a next topic of discussion. We were met with the knowledge 
that the University of Calgary has increased their intake to 100 
applicants for the coming year and the federal government is 
discussing foreign accreditation opportunities for international 
veterinarians. 

We were only booked for 30 minutes, but we did manage to 
squeeze in a few more and discuss the sheer volume of import-
ed lamb and mutton in this country. The minister was shocked 
to hear that Canada had imported almost 16,000 metric tonnes 
of lamb and mutton from January 2024 -July 2024 (the most re-
cent data published).  We stated that a federal tariff on imports 
would benefit our industry, as well as pointed out that there is 
huge opportunity for producers to expand in this province to 
meet this national demand.

The meeting was a positive step toward growing the sheep 
industry Alberta. For producers wanting to start or grow their 
operation, there are grants and funding available to increase 
beneficial management practices on farm. Check out the ALP 
website, or provincial and federal websites to learn more.

4     April 2025 
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Our Sixth Online Production Ram & Ewe Sale
Friday, June 13 and Saturday, June 14, 2025

with Preview on Thursday, June 12   •   Hamburgers & Pop from11am to 4 pm
40 to 45 yearling rams and 20 to 25 ewe lambs will be on offer

DLMS Farm Gate Timed Auctions (Online) 
Sale will be a Racehorse Style Close with Extended Bidding

https://farmgatetimedauctions.ca/home

Morinville Colony
56422 Hwy 44, Sturgeon County, AB   T8R 0H3

Contact: John Wurz, morinvillesheep@gmail.com - 780.818.9634
                 Albert Wurz - 780.691.3423  (NOTE: New email address)

Sheep Breeders

Canadian Arcott • Dorset • Ile De France • North Country Cheviots • Suffolk
Ewe and ram lambs we offer for sale are of the excellent quality  

you would expect from these superior genetics.

We will be glad to help arrange delivery. With our busy schedule,  
we will try to accommodate buyers as much as possible.  

Call us about our  delivery  options.
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Lamb and Sheep Market Update:  
Ann Boyda 
Provincial Livestock Market Analyst, Alberta Agriculture 
and Irrigation

Overview - The global economy is facing greater uncertain-
ties and challenges, including critical trade relations, inflation, 
changing trade flows and other market disruptions. Recently 
released Statistics Canada data on sheep and lamb inventories 
provides a picture of where the industry currently stands. Mar-
ket data suggests firm prices but a smaller breeding flock and 
subsequent smaller lamb crop going forward.

Inventory - Nationally, the total sheep and lambs inventory 
declined by two per cent from last year to 805,800 head. The 
ewe herd size decreased by one per cent to 476,500 head and 
the number of lambs retained for breeding reflect the greatest 
decline of 3.8 per cent to 87,100 head. Marketing lambs were 
reported at 218,700 head, a 3.4 per cent decline from last year. 
Statistics Canada reported a significant increase in the number 
of breeding lambs in 2021 of 15.4 per cent from 76,600 head to 
88,400 head, and again in 2022, a 7.7 per cent to 95,200 head, 
however, subsequent numbers declined over the next three 
years to the January 1, 2025 level of 87,100 head. 

Source: Statistics Canada

January 1, 2025 data indicates that herd size declined across 
Canada. Provincially, Alberta was edged out of its position as 
the second largest provincial producer of lamb by Quebec. On-
tario maintains its top producing spot. As of January 1, total 
number of sheep and lambs in Ontario declined from 360,900 
head in 2024 to 353,600 head in 2025; Quebec inventories 
declined from 167,600 head to 166,400 head and Alberta’s in-
ventory declined from 169,000 to 163,500 head over the same 
period.  

Source: Statistics Canada 

Alberta’s breeding sheep flock have seen a decline for two 
consecutive years. Ewe numbers decreased from their height 
of 100,500 head in 2023 to 96,700 head reported for January 
1, 2025. Similarly, lambs retained for breeding declined from 
22,200 head in 2022 to 20,700 head currently. Higher lamb 
prices may have incentivised producers to sell more ewe lambs 
rather than retain them for breeding, contributing to the de-
cline in total sheep and lamb inventory. 

Source: Statistics Canada

Supply and disposition - In 2024, Alberta inventories of sheep 
and lambs were reported at an estimated 169,000 head. Over 
the year, about 144,000 lambs were born and lambs imports 
of 13,500 head from other provinces and 600 head from U.S. 
brought the total supply estimate to 327,100 head: a 2.9 per 
cent decline from 2023. Federally inspected slaughter volumes 
for West Canada (including Ontario), as reported by the Canadi-
an Food Inspection Agency, was 81,378 head in 2024, down five 
per cent from 2023. Total slaughter of Alberta sheep and lambs 
(federal and provincial inspected, on-farm and farm sales) was 
estimated at 125,700 head, a three per cent decrease from 2023. 
Interprovincial exports were estimated to be comparable to 
2023 levels. The total disposition of sheep and lambs for 2024, 
accounting for deaths and condemnations, was estimated to 
be 163,600 head, resulting in the estimated January 1, 2025 in-
ventory of 163,500 animals. 

Prices - The Ontario market remains the benchmark for sheep 
and lamb pricing in Western Canada. In 2024, Alberta monthly 
lamb prices demonstrate a stronger correlation with Ontario 
prices. Even though Alberta’s weekly lamb price has been more 
volatile over the past year, the estimated average live weight 
price for 2024 was $263.33 per hundredweight (cwt), which is 
5.5 per cent higher than the 2023 average. Alberta lamb prices 
are holding strong into 2025 with an average year-to-date (Feb-
ruary 28, 2025) price of $289.31 per cwt. 

Source: Alberta Agriculture and Irrigation
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Global situation - According to Rabobank’s Global Animal 
Protein Outlook report, global lamb supplies are down which 
is providing support for prices. Lamb production is expected 
to decline further in 2025. Canada is a modest lamb producing 
country. 

The largest producer is China with an estimated 187 million 
sheep population, followed by India and Australia as major 
lamb producers at 75 million and 74.7 million, respectively. 
Global trade dynamics are shifting with greater focus higher-
value markets in Europe and North America. China remains a 
critical factor in global markets driven by its economic rebound. 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Janu-
ary 1 sheep inventory report shows a slight increase in sheep 
and lamb inventory between 2024 and 2025 of 0.4 per cent to 
5,050,000 head. Replacement lambs were reported to be com-
parable to a prior year estimate of 635,000, but ewe inventory 
rose by 0.3 per cent to 2,880,000 head. USDA also reported that 
lamb prices were lower than expected in early 2025 with an es-
timated first quarter price forecast of $172 per cwt. 

Source: USDA, Economic Research Service (Next Page)

Conclusion - Looking ahead, strong lamb prices and improved 
feed costs will support producer margins. The new lamb sea-
son is quickly approaching, and favourable weather conditions 
can have a bearing on future supply. Consumer demand will 
ultimately drive lamb pricing and with the current wave in ‘buy 
local or Canadian’ sentiment, there is reason for optimism in 
the Alberta lamb sector. 

Photo Contest! 
ALP is in the process of updating their website! New, high-
quality photos are required. Are you a photographer who loves 
taking quality sheep photos? Would you like your photos fea-
tured on the new ALP website and future literature? All pho-
tos submitted will become property of ALP and may be used 
in website creation, learning modules and promotional mate-
rial. Photos must be submitted in the jpeg format via email to  
admin@ablamb.ca. First, second and third prize of UFA gift 
cards will be awarded. 
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     - Tipping Tables          - Handling Systems
       - Scales                          - Loading Chutes
       - Bale Feeders              - Shearing Chutes        
       - Sorters                        - Lambing Panels
       - Head Gates                 - Gates
       - Creep Panels              - Fenceline Feeders
       - Trimming Stands      - Grain Self Feeders
       - Milking Stands          - Kidding Panels

   

  For Pricing and Information Contact:
   Roger Bos                    Jayden Hofstra

306-716-2404                 306-292-7071
email: zubotmfg@gmail.com     

   www.zubotwelding.ca

Our products are available directly from us at Zubot Manufacturing, through 
Peavey Mart, CCWG in Lethbridge AB, 

Keddies Tack and Western Wear in Grande Prairie AB, 
the Sask Sheep Development Board, Saskatoon, SK

and Central AB Ag Supplies from Stettler.

We manufacture a complete line of sheep and goat equipment, such as:

f Z b M f i h h

Z303-5D 5' Double Sided Feeder
-Holds approx 36 bushels
-Feed flow adjustable without 
wrenches
-Made of 14 ga material fully 
welded
-Easily moved on skids
-Creep panels may be attached

mailto:admin%40ablamb.ca?subject=
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Do We Want a Livestock Guardian Dog 
Rebate Program in Alberta?  
by Louise Liebenberg  
Predation is often cited as a reason why many sheep producers 
either leave the industry or downsize dramatically. Predation 
not only eats into profits and kills genetic lines, managing pre-
dation is costly, time consuming and can be mentally draining. 
Most sheep keepers understand the need to having to protect 
their livestock and are often pioneers in finding new ways to 
reduce wildlife conflicts. It is the shepherds around the world 
that have driven innovative anti-predation options such as 

“Foxlights,” E-Shepherd and of course a variety of fencing and 
night corralling options. Thousands of years ago it was shep-
herds who started to select dogs who showed an affinity for 
protecting the livestock from wild predators and through se-
lection, these shepherds bred dogs who could live in harmony 
with the sheep.  To this day, the use of livestock guardian dogs 
is still one of the best options to keep small hooved livestock 
safe. Research all over the world seems to agree that using LGD 
is effective in reducing predation. It is not perfect, however no 
one system has yet proven to be the “silver bullet”. The most 
success seems to be those farmers who use a multitude of 
management strategies, a multi tool approach; using LGD, in 
combination with electric fences and ensuring carcasses are re-
moved, some areas adding foxlights or radio sounds to try and 
minimise conflict.

The Board and the Executive Director of Alberta Lamb Produc-
ers recognise the efforts sheep producers have to go through 
to keep their sheep and lambs safe and have approached me to 
investigate the feasibility to obtain funding for the utilization of 
Livestock Guardian Dogs (LGD) for Albertan sheep producers.  

Saskatchewan runs a rebate program whereby they help sub-
sidise the purchase of a LGD through the Saskatchewan Crop 

Insurance Corporation (SCIC) program.  This is a single form of 
payment; whereby producers can claim a $400 dollars rebate 
for the purchase of an LGD. In other countries there are pro-
grams in place whereby organizations give the farmers a LGD 
to use to keep their livestock safe.

The Alberta Lamb Producers (ALP) are investigating if this is 
a need for our producers and how we can obtain funding for 
such a program. Initially, it will consist of several investigative 
initiatives whereby a closer look at various funding models and 
rebate programs that other organizations use to promote the 
use of LGD on livestock operations. We will need to figure out 
the “pros and cons” of each system and what would be best for 
Alberta sheep keepers.

The initial phase will include a survey for the Alberta Lamb Pro-
ducers or any sheep producer within Alberta. This survey will 
provide us with important information such as;

if there is enough interest among producers for such a program, 
what parameters would need to be placed on the program and 
cost effectiveness of such a program.  If we have a low response 
to the survey or if producers do not feel this is a project ALP 
should focus on, then we will have no need to investigate fur-
ther. 

I would strongly encourage producers to participate in this first 
survey as it will give us a guide on how to proceed. Likely, if the 
response is positive, more short surveys will follow to help de-
fine some parameters and needs of the producers. 

We need to address some questions such as if producers are in-
terested in such a program, are the ALP members wanting us to 
focus time, resources and money into this initiative? What type 
of parameters would this program need? How can we ensure 
that the LGD funded through this program are well cared for 
and that basic welfare standards are met?  How do we measure 
success both for the program and for the individual operation? 
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Are the LGD successful and how do we measure this? Do we 
require a spay and neuter agreement? All (future) questions to 
consider.

Following this, and dependant on the survey results, we will 
investigate if we can initiate a pilot project through one of the 
grant funding opportunities such as Sustainable Canadian Ag-
ricultural Partnership (sCAP), before approaching the Govern-
ment for more long-term funding.

I see this as an exciting opportunity for producers, as I would 
love to see more LGD being used and being successful on live-
stock operations. However, I also have some reservations, so 
researching and possibly having a pilot project first will help 
highlight potential issues that might need to be addressed.  
Depending on the results we will likely form a small working 
group of people to hash out some of the details, surveys, fund-
ing and other mundane tasks.

We would love to hear from you and invite you to take part in 
this short (5 minute) survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/
r/CTDDN8B

 If you have any questions or would like to share some informa-
tion you are also welcome to email me at Louisegrazerie@gmail. 
com.

Helping Landowners Navigate Alberta’s 
Wetland Policy by Greg Hale 
Since 2015, wetland management in Alberta has been governed 
by the provincial Wetland Policy, which provides the frame-
work to ‘conserve, restore, protect, and manage Alberta’s wet-
lands to sustain the benefits they provide to the environment, 
society, and economy.’  The policy is implemented through the 
provincial Water Act’s approval process. A Water Act approval 
is required for any proposed project that has the potential to 
impact any type of water body. Proposed projects must also 
meet the Wetland Policy’s requirements to avoid or minimize 

wetland impacts and to replace wetland losses if such impacts 
cannot be avoided. 

With this in mind, it is clear that the Alberta Wetland Policy 
has important implications for landowners who work around 
wetlands on their land. However, policy and related legislation 
isn’t generally easy to understand. The Alberta North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan (NAWMP) Partnership developed 
the Landowner Guide to the Alberta Wetland Policy as part of 
the Partnership’s ongoing commitment to address the needs 
brought forward by the agricultural sector regarding the Wet-
land Policy.

“Agricultural producers manage the vast majority of wetlands 
within the settled area of the province,” explains Tracy Scott 
with Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC). “The bottom line is, if 
we want to achieve successful implementation of the Wetland 
Policy, we need to engage directly with the folks who manage 
these lands.” Tracy is also chair of Alberta NAWMP’s Policy Com-
mittee and a member of the Management Committee. 

Alberta NAWMP and DUC have regularly heard questions about 
the Wetland Policy directly from landowners and through Al-
berta NAWMP’s agriculture-related working groups and as-
sociations like the Agri-Environmental Partnership of Alberta. 
Landowners are asking: What is the policy? Does it apply to me? 
What do I have to do as a result of it?

The new Landowner Guide helps landowners better under-
stand their rights and responsibilities under the policy, helps 
them understand what they need to know before working in 
and around wetlands on their farm or ranch, but also helps 
them understand how wetlands can provide multiple benefits 
to their farm or ranch and community. 

“The department receives questions from landowners every day 
on how the Water Act and the Alberta Wetland Policy would 
apply to their property,” says Amanda Cooper with Alberta En-
vironment and Protected Areas (EPA), the department respon-
sible for the policy and the Water Act. 

“There has been a lot of confusion for landowners on what activ-
ities could or could not be conducted around a wetland on pri-
vate lands. Often landowners would look to the Wetland Policy 
to provide guidance on this. However, the policy is a guidance 
document about how the Province will manage wetlands. The 
information they were seeking is contained in the Water Act 
and the Water Ministerial Regulation. As the Water Act is a legal 
document, understanding the language can be challenging.” 

She adds that the Guide brings the information from all three 
documents – the Water Act, Water Ministerial Regulation and 
the Wetland Policy – together in one place in a format that is 
accessible for landowners and focuses on questions landown-
ers ask. The Guide also provides information on the importance 
and benefits of wetlands in a way that is specific to landowners. 
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To develop the Guide, Alberta NAWMP consulted with a variety 
of organizations with differing areas of expertise and perspec-
tives. 

Their input included technical information from Partner agen-
cies like EPA, DUC, and Alberta Agriculture and Irrigation, and 
feedback on drafts from agricultural groups like Team Alberta 
Crops, Alberta Beef Producers and the Agri Environmental Part-
nership of Alberta. 

“In many ways, rural landowners are implementers of the Wet-
land Policy, so understanding how the policy relates to their 
own situation is key,” says Scott. 

He adds, “A little known fact is that rural landowners are also 
the primary recipients of wetland replacement fees paid un-
der the Wetland Policy. That is, landowners receive payment 
for voluntary wetland restoration. For instance, in DUC’s Wet-
land Restoration Lease Program, we pay landowners for restor-
ing previously drained wetlands, and that money comes from 
those replacement fees.” 

Cooper and Scott both look forward to sharing the Guide with 
landowners across Alberta. 

“We sincerely hope the Guide provides a good service to the 
landowners who steward our wetland resources and will help 
to enhance implementation of the Wetland Policy,” adds Scott.

Production of this Guide is part of Alberta NAWMP’s ongoing 
commitment to address the needs brought forward by the agri-
cultural sector, as well as various working groups and members 
of the Partnership’s committees, since the implementation of 
the Alberta Wetland Policy. If you have wetlands on your prop-
erty, or if you work with people who do, the Guide will help you 
identify the resources and programs that can be beneficial to 
your work.  The Alberta NAWMP Partnership is a collaborative 
effort between the Alberta Government (Environment and Pro-
tected Areas and Agriculture and Irrigation), Environment and 
Climate Change Canada, Nature Conservancy of Canada and 
Ducks Unlimited Canada.

Download a free copy of the Guide 
online or use the QR Code below. Free 
hardcopies are also available by con-
tacting the Alberta NAWMP Coordina-
tor. 

Learn more about the Alberta NAWMP 
Partnership. 

Alberta Lamb Producers Be PREPared! 
RDAR PREP On Farm Research Funding  
In 2024 RDAR introduced a new funding program for on-farm 
research that was aimed directly at Alberta producers. The 
Producer Research and Evaluation Program (PREP) allows pro-
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ducers to evaluate emerging technologies, products, and pro-
duction practices, helping new strategies to be tested within 
actual on-farm conditions. The program is designed to support 
decision making with data advancing profitability, competi-
tiveness, and sustainability.

Alberta lamb producers can apply to PREP for up to $20,000 per 
project to complete on-farm research that supports the evalu-
ation of whether a new production practice change is feasible 
for your operation. The program enables producers to gain 
data to help make informed decisions and better understand 
how to further adapt a production practice.

Producers are expected to work with a third-party service pro-
vider to support the project trial, delivery, and analysis. Propos-
als are required to contain a sound project design and testing 
approach that will support the evaluation of whether a produc-
tion practice has a positive return on investment and is a fa-
vourable change for the farm.

There are many areas of investigation lamb producers might 
wish to consider before applying for PREP funding, and the 
RDAR website contains good advice on how to best prepare 
your proposal prior to making an application. 

Whichever way you decide to engage with the PREP program, 
RDAR will be continuing its role in supporting research into so-
lutions that matter most for the sheep industry in Alberta. One 
example of a recent RDAR supported project was the “Adapta-

tion and Development of the Anesthetic Elastrator Band for Use 
in the Canadian Lamb Industry”.

Also worth considering is that RDAR’s PREP program allows 
producers to still apply for funding support even if they are en-
rolled in the On-Farm Climate Action Fund (OFCAF) initiative.

If you would like to learn more about PREP and how it can ben-
efit your lamb operation, please visit rdar.ca/funding-opportu-
nities, or alternatively contact us by writing to PREP@rdar.ca.

The Cache Valley Virus Education Article 
by Lynn Tait BSA, DVM, MRCVS 
 
Cache Valley Virus (CVV) is a virus in the orthobunyavirus fam-
ily and was first identified in the Cache Valley of Utah in 1956. 
It was first isolated from mosquitoes in Saskatchewan in 1973 
and has since been found in Alberta, Manitoba and Ontario. In 
2012, the first cases of malformed lambs due to CVV were docu-
mented in Ontario and again in 2013 in Quebec. 

There is very little documentation of the geographical area and 
prevalence of the virus in North America, however it is endemic 
(potentially everywhere) in North America. While sheep are the 
species most affected by clinical disease, it can also be carried 
by deer, goats, cattle and horses. These species do not appear 
to be clinically affected by the virus but can serve to replicate 
or amplify the virus. 

Hughes, Holly & Kenney, Joanie & Calvert, Amanda. (2023). 
Cache Valley virus: an emerging arbovirus of public and vet-
erinary health importance. Journal of Medical Entomology. 60. 
10.1093/jme/tjad058. 

In SHEEP, the clinical disease is often presented as malformed 
lambs. The effect that the virus has on the sheep depends on 
hat stage of production the sheep are in when infected as well 
as possible previous exposure.

NON PREGNANT SHEEP do not show clinical disease and are 
able to mount an immune response and clear the virus. How      
long this immunity lasts is currently unknown.

PREGNANT SHEEP 

<30 DAYS GESTATION  - infection in early pregnancy MAY result 
in embryonic death and resorption. There may be no obvious 
signs other than a higher portion of ewes conceiving later in 
the breeding period as a result of resorption and recycling  or a 
lower conception rate in a synchronized breeding group.
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R. R. 1  
Carstairs, Alberta  
T0M 0N0
Phone/Fax (403) 337-2221

• Comforters 
• Mattress Pads 
• Sleeping Bags 
• Batts 
• Roping 4-Str. 
• Yarns 
• Work Socks

• Custom Services -  
 Washing
 Dying
 Carding
 Spinning
 Sewing
 Knitting
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30-50 DAYS GESTATION – this is the period in which infection 
causes malformed lambs. Most commonly affected are the neu-
rological system and the musculoskeletal system. This mainly 
results in lambs with limb deformities as well as encephalitis 
and brain malformations. These often result in dystocia requir-
ing C section or loss of the ewe. 

>50 DAYS GESTATION – infection after the first 50 days of preg-
nancy generally results in no clinical disease and the birth of 
normal lambs.

CVV can also affect GOATS with clinical disease 

Currently there are no vaccines against the virus and no treat-
ment once the animal is infected.

PREVENTION through risk management is achieved through 
breeding decisions and potentially environmental control TO 
MINIMIZE THE RISK OF EARLY GESTATION EWES BEING BITTEN 
BY INFECTED MOSQUITOES.

Mosquitoes grow in still or very slow-moving water. Some mos-
quitoes lay their eggs on the surface of the water. They lay be-
tween 100 and 400 eggs at one time.

Mosquitoes typically become active as temperatures rise, usu-
ally around April and May, when temperatures range between 
7 and 16 degrees Celsius. 

Mosquito populations generally peak during the hot summer 
months, with the highest activity in mid-summer. 

The eggs hatch in 1 or 2 days into larvae, which look like small 
worms. The life cycle from egg to adult can take less than 10 
days if the temperature is right. The ideal temperature is be-
tween 22° and 27°C.

Mosquito activity gradually decreases as temperatures cool 
down in the early fall, with the season typically ending in Sep-
tember.

Although it appears that the industry is seeing more clinical 
disease caused by CVV, many suspected cases have not been 
confirmed by laboratory submissions and there are still many 
aspects of the virus that are not fully understood. Each pro-
ducer will need to make decisions based on the environment, 
breeding plan and flock goals in order to address the potential 
risks of CVV.

Source: https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/pest-
control-tips/mosquitoes.html#:~:text=In%20most%20parts%20
of%20Canada,as%20possible%20during%20this%20time.

JOIN US ON JUNE 28TH FOR A ONE-DAY SEMINAR ON THE 
VIRUS AND MANAGING THE RISKS IN YOUR OPERATION. 
DETAILS IN THE SHEEP CALENDAR SECTION! (PAGE 28)

DSU Parasitology Lab  
The Diagnostic Services Unit: Supporting Alberta producers 
through diagnostics

The Diagnostic Services Unit (DSU), embedded within the Uni-
versity of Calgary’s Faculty of Veterinary Medicine (UCVM), is a 
veterinary diagnostic laboratory providing routine diagnostic 
services for Alberta animals. The DSU accepts submissions from 
all animal species from any licensed veterinarian for diagnostic 
testing. The story of the DSU has been one of continual growth 
through partnerships and tireless commitment and effort to 
the growth by those working within the DSU and the stake-
holders supporting it. 

When the DSU opened in 2010, it was small, with only necropsy 
(animal autopsy) and histopathology (microscopic examina-
tion of tissues) services to support teaching and research at the 
newly established Faculty of Veterinary Medicine. However, a 
void in necropsy services in Alberta allowed the DSU to expand 
organically, offering services to Alberta veterinarians. Further 
expansion was not economically feasible until 2020 when a 
partnership with the Canadian Agricultural Partnership (CAP) 
and RDAR (Results Driven Agricultural Research) was formed 
through the Enhanced Livestock Diagnostics pilot project. This 
provided funding for a bacteriology lab, a formalized outbreak 
investigation service, and Alberta-supported pricing for Alber-
ta livestock submissions, including small ruminants. This pilot 
project also launched the DSU-Livestock Stakeholders Adviso-
ry Committee (LSAC) which is a group of representatives from 
UCVM, the Alberta livestock industries, the Government of Al-
berta (GOA), and the Alberta Veterinary Medical Association 
(ABVMA). The DSU-LSAC includes a representative from Alberta 
Lamb Producers and has been integral to the partnerships of 
growth by supporting the DSU in funding applications and ad-
vising the committee on the needs of their industries. 

The original pilot project ended in 2024, but the DSU obtained 
ongoing funding from the Sustainable Canadian Agricultural 
Partnership (S-CAP), a federal-provincial partnership, to con-
tinue their growth and support of Alberta livestock until 2025. 
This extended funding allowed further expansion to serology, 
parasitology, and PCR (opening summer 2025) services. Fast 
forward to the present and the recent GOA budget announce-
ment supporting the DSU underscores the importance of agri-
culture to the economic well-being of Alberta and the role the 
DSU plays in safeguarding against animal diseases, protecting 
human and animal health and the sustainability of the livestock 
industry. This investment represents not only financial support 
but also a strong vote of confidence from the government 
in the work we do. It will allow the DSU to continue offering 
world-class diagnostic services that are essential to both ani-
mal and human health. (Continued on Page 17)
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Isle of Skye Cheviots 
We have a fantastic lineup of Yearling North Country Cheviot Rams 

Available.   

Proven Ewe family Genetics 
• Hardiness, longevity and Lambing Ease 
• Special attention to feet and udder quality 
• Breed character, and uniformity 

Management of Genetics 
• Genetic Potential for Fast Growth 
• Controlled, calculated breeding groups 
• Careful selection of genetic outcrossing

Consistency of Breeding Stock 
• Structural conformation 
• Generations of selected genetics 
• Growth rate, carcass quality

Rams on offer are selected for lambing ease, volume, condition, muscling, 
structural correctness, movement, and Breed Characteristics. 

We have 5 Different bloodlines (both Canadian and British ) 
We are your one stop Cheviot shop! On farm visits welcome by appointment. 

Allen and Susan Neal 403-588-3808 Raven, Alberta 

Purchase to win! 
Purchase a yearling ram and you will be entered to win one of the 
following made by Neal Knives and More! 

1. Handmade Gentleman’s Pocket knife $500 value. 
2. Handmade Rifle Pen $150 value 
3. $50 credit towards a stainless steel handmade pocket or 

hunting knife 

Allen is an award winning knife maker. Susan makes pens and other 
turnings.  To learn more about this incentive please visit our website. 
Some conditions apply.

               isleofskyecheviots@outlook.com                www.isleofskyecheviots.ca                             
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Parker Stock Farm 
Production Sale with guest 

consignors O’Dwyer Farm                                        
June 6-7, 2025                                  

DLMS Farmgate Timed Online Auction 
 

 

A Plan for market driven performance 
GenOvis Performance based flock since 2006. 
Performance information available on all sale 
consignments. 

A Plan for fertility 

All Rams will have a complete satisfactory 
semen evaluation, including sperm motility, 
morphology and scrotal measurement. 
The Assurance of OPP Negative Status 

All Sale Sheep have been tested negative as an 
additional precaution by Neogen Canada. 
Scrapie genotyping done by Neogen Canada, a 
CFIA/USDA accredited laboratory.   

You can only manage what you measure 
 

 

  

For the Producer who wants,  

For more 
information, please 
contact us at either: 
Glen 403-443-0401 
Kathy 403-443-0064 
Beverley 403-370-3744 
Or by email at  
parkerstockfarm1@gmail.com or 

gkparker1980@gmail.com 

Follow us on Instagram and 
Facebook at Parker Stock Farm 

Glen and Kathy Parker 

Box 338 

Three Hills, Alberta T0M2A0 
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 1-844-482-HUBERAG (482-3724) ORDERS@HUBEREQUIPMENT.COM

ADVANTAGE FEEDERS
Controlled feeding
Good for all ages and stages of
sheep
Better feed conversion with little
and often feedings
More gain with less grain
No waste

WWW.HUBEREQUIPMENT.COM

Reduces Stress on Livestock 
Record breaking efficiency 
Able to weigh while processing 
Portable with no power needed 
Useful for: weighing, sorting,
vaccinating, tagging, drenching,
preg checking, hoof trimming,
crutching, ultrasounding, etc.

RITCHIE COMBI CLAMP

Cost-Effective  
Easy to clean
 Priming pump & check valve
 Increase rate of growth

HEATWAVE MILKWARMER

Equipment solutions
to increase efficiency
in time, energy and

feed conversion

Improve
castration

success with
the Test Grip!
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This funding is also historical, as Alberta has been without rou-
tine livestock diagnostics for approximately 30 years. We are 
incredibly thankful to the GOA for their trust and to our stake-
holders for their ongoing support. Practically speaking, what 
does this mean for lamb producers within Alberta? This means 
that producers have access to a full suite of diagnostics within 
their own province, with provincially supported pricing, and 
faster turnaround times on results. Alberta supported pricing 
and access to disease investigation support makes diagnostics 
more affordable for producers. Faster turnaround times for test 
results means producers have a diagnosis sooner for evidence-
based treatment and management decisions. 

All producers understand the importance of veterinary diag-
nostics for the health of their flock – both for animal health and 
welfare and to limit economic losses, but the importance of di-
agnostics extends further by,

• Protecting food safety and public health: detecting dis-
eases transmissible from animals to humans (zoonotic dis-
eases) and detecting emerging diseases.

• Protecting market access: maintaining a disease-free sta-
tus for export and better overall health of provincial and 
national herds.

• Providing disease surveillance and reporting: early disease 
detection and rapid outbreak response.

• Supporting teaching and research: training Alberta’s future 
veterinarians and research on new diagnostic tests or dis-
eases.

The DSU plays a particularly important role for lamb producers 
in the detection of zoonotic diseases. There are several zoonot-
ic diseases of sheep that are commonly diagnosed at the DSU, 
such as Chlamydia abortus (Enzootic Abortion of Ewes, EAE). 
Identification of these diseases in a flock inform the producers, 
especially in the event of human illness in those in contact with 
the flock. 

Equally essential for Alberta sheep producers is the newly 
opened DSU parasitology lab, where fecal samples are exam-
ined for parasites with an estimate or count of their numbers. 
Parasitology diagnostics help mitigate the impact of parasitic 
infections on flock health and productivity by informing treat-
ment and management decisions. The lab opened for bovine 
fecal submissions in November 2024 and through the month of 
January 2025, offered free parasitology services to Alberta lamb 
producers to validate procedures in sheep. Thanks to small ru-
minant owners and their veterinarians, the parasitology lab is 
now open for small ruminant sample submissions! Both indi-
vidual and pooled samples are accepted. Pooled sample fecal 
testing offers a cost-effective method for assessing parasite lev-
els across a flock, while individual animal testing investigates 
sporadic cases or individual sick animals but has limited value 
in assessing herd level parasitism. Understanding herd-level 
parasitism also helps prevent the overuse of anthelmintics (de-
wormers), thus reducing the risk of developing drug-resistant 
parasites.

The DSU thanks the livestock industries for their support and 
belief in the importance of veterinary diagnostics in Alberta. It 
is through partnerships that sustainable, comprehensive, in-
province diagnostics has been re-established in Alberta. Diag-
nostics play a key role in evidence-based therapeutic decisions, 
surveillance, identification of new and emerging disease, and 
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Finance your ewes  
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detection of zoonoses protecting animal health and welfare, 
food safety, and human health in our province and beyond. For 
more information about the DSU and services, please visit the 
DSU website https://vet.ucalgary.ca/dsu, email DSU@ucalgary.
ca, or call us at 403-220-2806.

Monitoring Gastointestinal Parasites in 
Fecal Egg Counting by Dr. John Gilleard 
Professor Parasitology, Associate Dean Research, University of 
Calgary Faculty of Veterinary Medicine (UCVM)

Gastrointestinal roundworm parasites are one of the most im-
portant causes of disease and production loss in small rumi-
nants. Haemonchus contortus (the “Barber Pole” worm) causes 
anaemia in both ewes and lambs and can even lead to fatalities. 
Other roundworm species such as Teladorsagia circumcincta 
and Trichostronglus colubrformis cause diarrhea as well as re-
duced growth in lambs and also contribute to poor condition 
in ewes. These roundworm parasites can be monitored by the 
detection of eggs in fecal samples by fecal flotation and mi-
croscopy; so called Fecal Egg Counting (FEC).

Routine monitoring is increasingly important because de-
wormer resistance is now common in Alberta, particularly in 
Haemonchus contortus, and so we can no longer assume that 
routine dewormer treatments will always prevent disease. Fur-
ther information on these parasites and their control, with a lo-
cal perspective, is available at https://vet.ucalgary.ca/research/
sheep-parasite-control/home 

As we come into the spring, here are some reminders of good 
sampling practice for Fecal Egg Counting. The “What, When 
and How” of sampling. It is important to work in consultation 
with your veterinarian to incorporate parasite monitoring prac-
tices into a flock health plan. Your specific monitoring plan will 
depend on your grazing strategy, condition of your animals, 
the growth performance of your lambs and the previous dis-
ease history of your flock but some basic principles include. 

What should I sample?

Sample 15-20 animals per group and send individually into the 
diagnostic lab to be pooled at the lab for a composite FEC. This 
gives a good idea of the parasite burden and disease risk while 
saving cost. Smaller numbers of animals can sampled  individu-
ally for specific clinical reasons or for very small flocks. 

When should I sample?

Sample ewes and yearling lambs in the spring and again mid- 
to late- grazing season to assess disease risk and potential need 
for treatment or other parasite control measures.

Sample all purchased animals following quarantine dosing be-
fore releasing onto main pastures to avoid introducing new de-
wormer resistant into your flock.

Sample animals 14 days following dewormer treatments to as-
sess the effectiveness of the dewormer 

How should I sample?

The most convenient approach is to collect sheep feces from 
the ground (so called “environmental samples” . This is fine, as 
long as the feces has been freshly deposited (still warm). For 
example, disperse gathered animals and immediately pick up 
freshly deposited feces.  Samples should ideally be collected in 
plastic (ziplock-type) bags with as much air as possible expelled 
before sealing. DO NOT freeze samples. Ideally keep at a cool 
room temperature (rather than refrigerate). The UCVM Diag-
nostic Services Unit (DSU) is now offering a fecal egg counting 
service for small runinants (and cattle). Look out for their article 
in this Newsletter and at https://vet.ucalgary.ca/departments-
units/dsu/home for further information! 

Wool Check Off Requirement 
The wool industry in Canada dates back to being one of the 
initial industries in Canada, starting with the first woolen mill 
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Buying: 
Feeder Lambs, Fat Lambs, Cull Sheep 
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built in the 1820s.  Fierce competition from synthetics being 
introduced to the market have created challenges for the wool 
industry since the 1920’s.  

For much of Canada’s sheep flock, fleece is often a by product 
but does fall under the Marketing of Agricultural Products Act 
and the Alberta Lamb Producers Regulation. Part of this regu-
lation includes the requirement for those selling wool to pay 
one cent for each pound of wool sold to the Alberta Lamb Pro-
ducers.   Much of the wool in Alberta is marketed to Canadian 
Cooperative Wool Growers, and is collected and submitted on 
your behalf.  If you are unsure if your wool sale is reaching ALP, 
please reach out to the office at info@ablamb.ca. 

On-Farm Slaughter Versus Inspected Meat 
In July of 2020, the Alberta Government made it easier for on-
farm slaughter to occur for personal household consumption.  
While this made it easier to gain access to fill a freezer at home, 
some would claim it also made it easier to operate illegally.  In-
vestigation numbers of illegal slaughtering or meat sales con-
tinue to increase, with 11 cases in 2022, 29 in 2023 and more 
than 55 in 2024.  To combat this, the Alberta government intro-
duced an amendment to the Meat Inspection Act to increase 
fines for illegal slaughtering from $10,000 to $100,000.  This Act 
received royal ascent on December 5, 2024 and came into force 
that day.

Inspections have found meat being sold illegally and slaugh-
tering occurring in unsafe conditions, and individuals operat-
ing without dealers licenses.  Neal Reynolds, RCMP Livestock 
Investigations Unit, was involved in a case this past fall, “The in-
vestigation resulted in a large network being fined for illegally 
selling meat into grocery stores in Calgary.”

Meat inspections are important to maintain consumer safety 
and protect Alberta’s livestock and meat processing industry.  

“Regulations and inspections are necessary to ensure safe and 
humane slaughtering practices are being followed, and meat 

is not being contaminated.  Dirty knives, improper disposal of 
carcasses and operating without proper licenses were found 
in this case,” Reynolds adds.  Eight targets were identified and 
suspected to be involved in the organized purchase, slaughter, 
and sale of uninspected sheep and goat meat. Four slaugh-
ter locations across Alberta were also identified as part of the 
lengthy investigation.

There continues to be momentum for increased demand of 
‘farm to fork’ or locally sourced meat.  Combine that with in-
creased ethnic demand and the strain may be felt on secur-
ing desired meat while following regulations.  Canadian lamb 
consumption per kg per capita increased by 5.7% from 2018 to 
2022, the most recent data Stats Canada has published. While 
any increase in demand is welcome, producers and industry 
stakeholders need to be working together to maintain con-
sumer confidence in Alberta Lamb.  

Anyone who buys or sells livestock and owns them for less than 
30 days requires a dealer’s licence under the Livestock Identi-
fication and Commerce Act. Anyone who acts as an agent in 
the buying or selling of livestock and makes direct payment to 
the seller requires a licence. Various licenses are available for 
on farm slaughter, mobile slaughtering and abattoirs for unin-
spected and inspected meat.  If you suspect suspicious activity, 
contact the Alberta Agriculture hotline at 866-525-6403 or on-
line at agi.iisadmin@gov.ab.ca.

Moisture and Ground Water Situation 
Update: Trevor Wallace 
In Oct 2024, the estimated soil moisture reserves for approxi-
mately 65% of the province tended to be near to above normal 
for that time of the year. Large parts of the eastern portions of 
the Central and Southern Regions were estimated to be above 
normal.  However, throughout much of the North West Region, 
western portions of the Central Region and the western and 
northern portions of the Peace Region soil moisture reserves 
ranged from once in 3 to once in 12-year lows. Soil moisture 

April 2025    19

 Industry Information           .

OLDS AUCTION MART LTD. 
4613 – 54th Street, Olds, AB.  T4H 1E9 
PH: 1-877-556-3655 or 403-556-3655 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO CONSIGN LIVESTOCK
CONTACT: Al Breemersh  403-877-2031 or visit www.oldsauction.com

 SELLING ALL CLASSES OF SHEEP & GOATS 
TUESDAY AT 12:00 PM (NOON)  

AT OLDS AUCTION MART. 
 Competitive Commission Rates, No Yardage Charges.
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in a large area south and east of Red Deer is trending toward a 
once in 25-year lows.

The winter or cold season, from November through March, is 
usually the driest time of the year in Alberta. The cold season 
precipitation accumulation, to date, is near normal across much 
of the east half of the province, north and east of Edmonton and 
north into the Peace. A large area running west of Lethbridge, 
north to Edmonton, then east to Lac La Biche County as well as 
around Peace River and High Level continue to report moder-
ately low (once in 3 to 6-year lows), and low (once in 6 to 12-year 
lows) moisture accumulations relative to normal. Looking back 
over the past 365 days, precipitation accumulations continue to 
remain below normal across a large area from Mountain View 
County, north to Yellowhead County and then extending east 
to the Saskatchewan border. Similar below normal conditions 
are being recorded through much of the Northern Peace Re-
gion and around Grand Prairie. Once in 25-year lows continue 
to persist in areas in and around Red Deer. Once in 6 to 12-year 
lows extend around Red Deer, northeast of Edmonton, around 
and west of Grande Prairie, as well as north in the Peace Re-
gion to the border with the Northwest Territories. This area is 
reporting, relative to average, year-over-year precipitation ac-
cumulations 70 to 90% of normal (average) with some areas 
only receiving 50 to 70% of annual average precipitation.

Conversely, land south and east of a line between Calgary and 
Lloydminster, extending all the way down to the US border and 
east to the Saskatchewan border, are reporting moderately 
higher than normal precipitation accumulations. Here, some 
areas are reporting accumulations of 110 to 130% of normal 
(average) along with some relatively small pockets reporting 
accumulations of 130 to 150% of normal, which is positive news 
for those farming in these areas.

The normal precipitation for the agricultural area running east 
of the Highway 2 corridor from Bonnyville south to the Sas-
katchewan border over this time frame, averages 10 to 15 mm. 
Normal precipitation levels increase as you move north and 
east of this region to 15 to 20 mm and continues to increase to 
20 to 25 mm across the Peace Region. 

The estimated spring wheat soil moisture reserves relative to 
long term normal for much of the province appear to be near 
normal (once in 3-years) or moderately high (once in 3 to 6 

years). With some areas estimated to have high (one in 6 to 
12-years) moisture reserves. There is a very high probability that 
this area will be returning to normal spring moisture conditions 
in May. 

The area around Red Deer and south through Mountainview, 
around Edmonton, east of Grand Prairie and North of Man-
ning to the border with the Northwest Territories are estimated 
to have moderately low (one in 3 to 6 year, low (once in 6 to 
12 year) and a few pockets of very low (once in 12 to 25 year) 
soil moisture reserves. The probability, if current precipitation 
trends remain below normal, of these areas returning to nor-
mal spring moisture conditions is 40-50%. 

It is important to emphasize that the cold season, on average, is 
the driest time of the year. Being the relative dry season, even 
above average moisture at this time of year is typically not 
enough to make a significant impact on “year-to-date” mois-
ture deficits, nor would they usually be sufficient to create ex-
cess moisture conditions. For agriculture, May, June and July 
remain the most important months for receiving precipitation. 
The 2025 cropping season is only a few months away. We are 
beginning to move into what has traditionally been Alberta’s 
wetter period; there is ample time to receive adequate moisture. 
The Alberta Climate Information Service (ACIS) is an on-line tool 
and mobile friendly web application that provides climate data 
for the province of Alberta. Weather data is collected from over 
500 near real time hourly reporting stations. 
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QUALITY PRODUCTS TO 
KEEP SHEEP HEALTHY 

AND PRODUCTIVE.
MILK REPLACERS
LAMB & SHEEP FEEDS 
VITAMIN/MINERAL PREMIXES
SUPPLEMENTS

Please contact: Mark Schokking 403-596-8582 OR Kyle Macor 403-795-9018

There's a lot riding on how you manage flock 
nutriton. SheepBytes ration balancing software 
helps take the guesswork out of getting it right.

9 Conveniently web-based
9 Flexible customized ration formulation 
9 Affordable and easy to use
9 Free on-line demo and training tutorial 

Feed cost - Animal performance - Animal health

What are SheepBytes users saying?

Learn more about what SheepBytes can do for your flock 
by visiting 

'By using SheepBytes, we saved $12-18 per 
finished lamb without sacrificing performance.'
'SheepBytes helps us control our feed costs 
without guessing.'
'Since using SheepBytes, we've noticed the 
overall health of our flock has improved.'
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Data available from ACIS is quality controlled and reliable. 
While the specific elements collected at each station will vary 
slightly in general information on precipitation, temperature, 
wind speed and direction are collected. Other elements such 
as soil moisture, soil temperature, depth of snowpack, growing 
degree days, corn and potato heat units, frost probability, fine 
fuel moisture content and initial spread index are calculated or 
modeled for stations and townships across the province. 

ACIS provides several weather information tools in one loca-
tion including current weather conditions (in near real time), 
weather forecasts, radar imagery, climate and atlas maps, cli-
mate normal, and historical weather data.  ACIS offers a variety 
of decision support tools based on the data collected such as: 
fusarium infection risk assessment tools and insect pest predic-
tion. 

A user can view climate data in your selected areas by choosing 
from the weather stations near a desired location. The service 
has the ability to display information from multiple stations at 
once in one convenient view using the weather station data 
viewer. Maps are published weekly to help producers, agron-
omist, consultants, planners, government and non-govern-
ment organizations make decisions. Bookmark ACIS and visit 
it to help inform your farm and crop management decisions.  
https://www.acis.alberta.ca/.

Sheep Green Certificate Program  
High school students in Alberta have a unique opportunity to 
use their sheep knowledge to earn high school credits.  The 

Green Certificate Program has students learn on the farm under 
the direction of experienced farm personnel and under the su-
pervision and administration of their high school’s Off-Campus 
Education Coordinator and their Green Certificate Regional Co-
ordinator.  Students who already have sheep experience excel 
in the program, as their existing knowledge and training helps 
to achieve very high grades.  Shelby Oldale, a grade 11 student 
from Crossfield completed the Sheep Green Certificate module.  
Also a sheep 4-H member, Oldale states “I took the sheep Green 
Certificate course because as a sheep owner you can never 
know too much. I thought it would be a great chance to learn 
more and improve my skills.” Reading through the manual with 
a parent or other sheep producer helps to expand knowledge 
and potentially lead to discussions that may challenge the exist-
ing practices or way of thinking.  While Oldale has the support 
of her parents on their sheep operation, Oldale was fortunate 
to expand her knowledge through a mentorship with a profes-
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Contact us today to �nd out how we can
make your operation the best that it can be. 
403.885.2527 • info@chinookfarm.com

chinookfarm.com

Your Solution for
Proper Ventilation
Chinook is the only company that has the 
knowledge and equipment to ventilate sheep 
barns properly. We design ventilation systems to 
keep your ewes healthy and your lambs thriving.

  • Fresh air = higher pro�tability
  • Low humidity
  • Evenly controlled temperatures

Feed Your Herd with
Valmetal and Chinook
It’s easier to feed your herd with Valmetal feed 
carts and feed systems offered by Chinook. 

  • Precise rations
  • Healthier animals
  • Reduced maintenance and feed costs

Design & Penning
Solutions
Keep your sheep contained while maintaining 
herd structure and reduce the stress on your 
animals. Chinook manufactures custom 
penning, feed gates and bonding jugs based 
on your speci�cations.

SHEEP ENVIRONMENT SOLUTIONS

ttps://www.acis.alberta.ca/
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sional.  “My mentor was Dr Kathy Parker. I was lucky to have a 
sheep farmer who is a vet to help guide me.  The program was 
a positive experience. I got to learn more, ask questions and 
challenge myself on something that I am personally interested 
in. This was a great opportunity for me to learn in an intentional 
way.”

The program is open to any high school student in grades 10 
through 12. There are 14 different areas of specialization that 
students can learn, with sheep being one of them.  Students 
work through three modules, with an oral exam concluding 
each one.  

This gives students a valuable experience of talking one on one 
with someone in the sheep industry and sharing their knowl-
edge.  While an oral exam may be daunting, it offers a unique 
learning opportunity. Oldale says “I found the oral exams stress-
ful originally, only because I have never tested this way before.  

It turns out, this is the best way to be tested. It is like you are 
having a conversation about something you have learned 
or experienced and you don’t even realize they are grading 
you.”Tara Kreese, Green Certificate Coordinator in the Central 
Region, confirms how valuable the program is for those inter-
ested in broadening their agriculture knowledge.  She states 

“The Green Certificate Program is a transformative experience 

that empowers Alberta’s youth by equipping them with essen-
tial skills and knowledge in sustainable agriculture. 

Through hands-on training and mentorship, participants gain 
practical experience that not only enhances their understand-
ing of agricultural practices but also instills a sense of confi-
dence in their abilities. 

By fostering a connection to the land and the agricultural com-
munity, the program inspires young individuals to embrace 
their roles as future leaders in the province’s agricultural sector. 

As they develop a strong foundation in sustainable practices, 
these youth become not only competent professionals but also 
passionate advocates for a thriving, environmentally responsi-
ble agricultural future in Alberta.” 

Know of a high school student who may be interested?  High 
schools should have an education coordinator familiar with 
the program, or go to the Green Certificate Program website 
https://www.alberta.ca/green-certificate-program  to contact 
your Regional Coordinator.
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• No prerequisites 
• 15-hour online course
• Learn at your own pace 
• Real case studies 
• Virtual course facilitator
• Industry-recognized 

 certification

OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED!

For landowners, managers 
and sheep/goat producers

TARGETED GRAZING: 
Sheep & Goat Vegetation 
Management with Unique 
Grazing Scenarios

For more information and registration Contact 
info@aablamb.ca   |   403.948.8533

NEXT INTAKE:
SEPTEMBER 

15, 2025

Funding through the Rangeland Sustainability Program

Increase your knowledge in:
• Grazing principles
• Tame and native forage grazing
• Stockmanship and animal welfare
• Building a business plan
• Unique grazing case studies

Explore opportunities in grazing:
• Powerline cutblocks
• Urban areas
• Solar/Rangevoltaics
• Forested areas
• For weed management

For more information and to register 
contact the Alberta Lamb Producers at:

info@ablamb.ca  •   3358.849.304  

https://www.facebook.com/AlbertaLambProducers
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Selling or buying Purebred Registered Sheep?

The Canadian Sheep Breeders’ Association (CSBA) is dedicated 
to representing the Purebred Sheep Breeders across Canada. 

Purebred Registered Sheep signifies they have been registered 
with the Canadian Livestock Records Corporation (CLRC) and a 
certificate of registration will be provided with the sale of the 

animal. These records can be found online at  
www.clrc.ca and is the responsibility of the seller to pay for 

and initiate the transfer of the registration to the buyer. These 
records will indicate the pedigree information and ownership 

status. We encourage you to confirm the animals you are inter-
ested in, are in fact purebred registered animals.

Under the Animal Pedigree Act, it is an offense to offer to sell, 
contract to sell or sell, as a purebred, any animal that is not 
registered or eligible to be registered as a purebred by the 

association authorized to register animals of that breed or by 
the Corporation.  

If you are interested in purchasing any animals or are new to the 
industry, don’t hesitate to reach out to any of the CSBA Board 
of Directors. CSBA is an organization of over 1100 breeders of 

purebred sheep across Canada, representing over 40 breeds of 
sheep. 

www.sheepbreeders.ca

Classified ads are available free to Alberta producers. In 
addition to being published in the newsletter, they are 

available on-line under News and Advertising at http://www.
ablamb.ca/index.php/news-advertising/advertising.

Email info@ablamb.ca or fax 403-912-1455 or call 403-948-8533 
to place, amend or delete your classified ad. Alberta 

Lamb Producers does not endorse or promote any of the 
advertisements or advertisers in the N’ewesletter.

4H LAMBS 
Contact one of your ALP Directors if you have lambs suitable 

for 4-H projects or are looking for 4-H lambs.  

SHEEP & LAMBS - For Sale

Registered Gotland sheep for sale (proven 2yr ram, 1-2yr 
ewes, spring lambs); also have Icelandic X lambs. Hardy, 

beautiful fleeces and personalities. Located near Okotoks. 
Contact Carissa 403-629-9394

Grass fed butcher lambs available October 2025. Contact 
Terra Weaver at r.weaver@mcsnet.ca or 780-808-1397 

Dry Lake Ranch AB Ltd., Rod & Bernadette Nikkel, Registered 
Canadian Arcott breeding stock available. Please contact @ 
robenikkel@gmail.com, 780-674-6805 or 780-284-9805 cell 

Polled & Horned Dorset breeding stock available. www.
coyoteacresranch.com. Contact coyoteacres@gmail.com or call 

780-614-0569

Shropshire breeding stock available. www.coyoteacresranch.
com. Contact coyoteacres@gmail.com or call 780-614-0569

Sheep Trax Canadian Arcotts available. www.
coyoteacresranch.com. Contact sheepncats66@hotmail.com or 

call 403-741-8597

Suffolk & Dorset yearling rams & ram lambs. Grande Prairie, 
AB.  Email heartvalleysheep@gmail.com. Call or text 780-978-

4705

Rideau Arcott ewe lambs and yearling ewes for sale. 
Commercial breeding stock, non-registered, available 

from a closed flock. Frisco Farms, Siemen & Terah 
Vandermeer. Located in Rocky Mountain House, AB.  Contact 

Terahvdmeer@gmail.com or 403-418-6441

Excellent Selection of Canadian Arcott Breeding Stock. 
Yearling Ewe lambs and Rams (Semen tested). Please contact 

Oxbow Ranch: Rudy & Darlene Stein at  oxbowranch2013@
hotmail.com or 780-674-3732 or 780-284-9507

Sheep and Lambs for sale, Sky Blue Farm - Contact Donald 
Johnston. Registered Canadian Arcott Yearling and lamb 

rams; Yearling and ewe lambs also available. Donnelly, AB 
780-837-1770

Canadian Rideau Arcott Ile de France cross ewe lambs for sale. 
Age is 8-12 months. Please contact Paul at 403-332-2267

Purebred Suffolk Breeding Rams – not registered. Born mid 
Feb/24. British influence strong & thick rams. Have a few with 
American influence. Great sires for weight gain & fast growth. 
From twins or triplets; fully vaccinated & dewormed. Available 

for sale beginning of July/24. Also available breeding stock 
rams & ewe lambs. Email wrwierenga@hotmail.com or call or 

text 780-674-4760

Purebred Charollais Yearling rams for sale.  Well-muscled, 
long bodied rams with excellent ADG for superior butcher 
quality lambs and great easy lambing replacement ewes. 

fieldstone@telus.net. 780-499-0066

Isle of Skye Cheviots: Registered North Country Cheviot Ram 
Lambs and Ewe Lambs available. Our NCC’s make an excellent 
choice for breeding your ewe lambs.  Easy lambing, hardy and 

April 2025    25

Classifieds           .

http://www.clrc.ca
http://www.sheepbreeders.ca
http://www.ablamb.ca/index.php/news-advertising/advertising
http://www.ablamb.ca/index.php/news-advertising/advertising
mailto:admin@ablamb.ca
mailto:r.weaver%40mcsnet.ca?subject=
mailto:robenikkel%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:coyoteacres%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:coyoteacres%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sheepncats66%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:heartvalleysheep%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Terahvdmeer%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:oxbowranch2013%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:oxbowranch2013%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:wrwierenga%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:fieldstone%40telus.net?subject=


26     April 2023

            Industry Information Industry Information           .

Mature Working Dogs: ANYA-9 yr Border Collie cross, 
invaluable working sheep dog. BUDDY-5 yr Great Pyrenees 

Border Collie cross, predator control. REX-3 yr Great Pyrenees 
Border Collie cross, predator control. (Buddy and Rex have 
taken down coyotes, have seen them herd 7 coyotes from 

the field, impressive predator control dogs). Have to sell the 
sheep, these are working dogs, looking for their next working 
home.  Call (780)672-1783 or email cherylbowles67@gmail.com

Australian Kelpie pups for sale, DOB August 2024. Out of 
working lines and parents, ready to start and showing strong 

interest in working stock. 1 male and 1 female available. 
These pups will do whatever job you have for them. Also 
available, intact 3 year old male Kelpie, started on sheep 

and was going well but needs a refresher. Out of imported 
genetics. Selling due to downsizing our string of working 
dogs. Located by Two Hills AB, for more information email 

schiecklivestock@gmail.com or text 780-993-2037

MISC

Integrity Ranch is proud to offer the following services to the 
lamb industry: Forage and cover crop seed for lamb finishing 

and ewe wintering; 24’ freestanding feed bunks, reduce 
waste, keep lambs in; full line of nutrition products and 

consulting specifically designed for sheep and goats; buyer of 
lambs and ewes. Please contact John 403-857-9236 or kelsey@
integrityranching.com for more details. www.integrityranching.

com 

Looking for a way to improve efficiency in your sheep 
operation? Advantage Feeders allows you to control feed 
grain to your livestock without waste, efficiently feeds the 

rumen with the little bit and often feeding, while saving time 
and energy.  Check out the energy efficient Jug Waterers, 

gates, economy panels, Ritchie Combi Clamp sheep handling 
system and more, on our website. Visit Huber Ag Equipment 

at www.huberequipment.com or call 1-844-482-3724 
(1-844-HuberAG)

Looking for a new mineral/mixed vitamin infused molasses 
that you can use for a feed supplement or to help make poor 
feed better for the sheep? Contact Rod English 780-307-2531 

for more information or to place your order!

Looking for an experienced 4-H Sheep judge? Or someone to 
do clinics on showmanship, fitting and judging? Niki Schieck 
is based out of Two Hills AB, but willing to travel throughout 

the province to give clinics and judge shows. Years of 
experience with a very hands-on approach with members. 

Can work with groups of any size, age and experience level. 
Also willing to host clinics at her farm. Niki is also willing 

and able to either speak or hold sheep 101 clinics for new 
producers with numerous topics to be covered. Reach out if 

thrifty.  Contact Susan at  www.isleofskyecheviots.ca or www.
facebook.com/isleofskyecheviots 403-588-3808

Purebred Suffolk yearling & lamb rams for sale. Yearlings have 
been semen & vet checked. Long, deep   bodied, well-muscled 

rams. Charles Iwan, Taber 403-331-7984

Purebred Canadian Arcott registered Rams for sale. If you 
want to improve your genetics – here is your chance! Ready to 
breed in the fall. Purebred ewe lambs are also available. Email 

sheepandewe@gmail.com or 403-575-7794 

Sheep Lake Suffolks - Registered Suffolk ram lambs & ewe 
lambs for sale. Contact Mike 780-307-3385 and follow Sheep 

Lake Suffolks on Facebook

Moonshine Dorsets - Registered and purebred Dorset ram 
and ewe lambs.  Traditional confirmation.  Call Raelyn at 403 

746-2140

Alberta Sheep Breeders’ Association (ASBA) members are 
your source for registered breeding stock in Alberta. Join 

today! Visit www.albertasheepbreeders.ca or 1-866-967-4337 

Parker Stock Farm. Glen and Kathy Parker. GenOvis 
performance tested Suffolk breeding stock. www.

parkerstockfarm.com, parkerstockfarm@xplornet.com, 403-
443-7220

SHEEP & LAMBS - Wanted

Wanted: Feeder or fat lambs, cull sheep and all classes of 
goats in Acme or Stony Plain, AB. Call Roger Albers at 780-777-

7416 or email alberslamb@hotmail.com.

WANTED: Feeder lambs in Provost, Alberta.  We pay a 
premium for Preconditioned Lambs.  Please contact us for 
details.  Contact Rick Cromarty, SOUTH CARA FARMS LTD.  

780-753-1276 | SCFLSHEEP@mcsnet.ca

DOGS

For Sale: “Jill” registered purebred Border Collie. Six years old 
& has experience working 100+ sheep on pasture and corrals.  
Her 10 pups currently work on ranches and farms across North 
America as cattle dogs, sheep dogs and faithful companions.  

Contact Josiah for more information 780 898 7720

Maremma guard dogs. Various ages. Raised on-farm and on-
pasture with sheep. Outstanding, good-natured parents. Very 
reliable. The coyotes are the ones with the problems! Located 

near Carstairs, AB. Contact Richmond at 403-586-5638

Inukshuk Professional Dog Food: a high energy dog food for 
your hard-working livestock guardian dog. For details and 

pricing, please contact Karl: at  lonevalleyfarmltd@gmail.com  
or 403-971-3426
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this is something that interests you. Contact 780-993-2037 or 
nmrs.business@gmail.com

Custom Woolen Mills would like to buy your coloured wool 
(black, greys or multi-coloured sheep).  We cannot accept 

hair, kemp, extreme chaff or paint in the fleeces.   For further 
details, contact Custom Woolen Mills Ltd. Carstairs, www.

customwoolenmills.com or 403-337-2221 

John Beasley Professional Shearing Services. Available 
anywhere in western Canada. All flock sizes. Specializing in 

low stress, kind and efficient handling of ewes. Early booking 
and volume discounts. Contact John Beasley at 403-857-9236 

or kelsey@integrityranching.com

Double E Shearing Professional Sheep Shearers offering 
services across Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta.  Taking 

bookings for 2025 now.  Experienced internationally both 
commercially and in competitions. We are the crew to get 

your flock done regardless of size with no hassle.  Call Russell 
1-306-620-3083, 2esheepshearing@gmail.com
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Important Dates/Deadlines

• April 1 - Entries Open using Assist Expo

• May 16 - Payment due for entries

• May 23 - Deadline to upload video/
pictures to DLMS

• May 30 - Registration papers due at
ASBA office

• June 10-11, 2025 - Sale

An opportunity for registered
purebred sheep producers to

consign to an online sale.

Consignors welcome
Buyers and consignors can check our

website for more information

wwwwww..aallbbeerrttaasshheeeeppbbrreeeeddeerrss..ccaa

Alberta Sheep Breeders' Association
Online Purebred Sheep Sale

JJuunnee 1100--1111,, 22002255
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Sheep Calendar 

 What Where When &  How

Calgary Aggie Days Calgary, AB April 12-13  
https://ag.calgarystampede.com/events/year-round-events/aggie-days

Mountain View Aggie Days Carstairs, AB May 23-24 
https://www.carstairsagsociety.ca/events

ASBA Online Purebred Sheep Sale Online June 10-11 
https://albertasheepbreeders.ca/online-sale  

Necropsy Workshop Bentley, AB June 21 (June 22 if interest) 
In person at OC Flock Management Inc. 20 spots max per day.  
https://albertasheepbreeders.ca/

Cache Valley Virus Workshop Airdrie, AB June 28 
https://albertasheepbreeders.ca/ or  https://ablamb.ca/

Provincial 4-H Sheep Show Stettler, AB June 27 - 30 - https://4hab.com/

Summer Synergy Olds, AB June 7 - 11 
https://www.summersynergy.ca/

2025 All Canada Classic Sheep Show Brandon, MB July 9 - 12 - https://sheepbreeders.ca/2025-all-canada-classic

Lloyd Ex Fair 2025- Sheep Show Lloydminster, AB July 12 - https://www.lloydex.com/lloydex-fair

28     April 2025 

Please e-mail info@ablamb.ca or call 403-948-8533 to provide details of your event for the N’ewesletter and website sheep calendar.
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GroberNutrition.com | 1.800.265.7863 |

FUEL YOUR LAMBS,
RIGHT FROM THE START™

 9 Improves digestion
 9 Reduces bloat
 9 Improves growth
 9 Reduces treatment needs  

Milk replacer with DOSTO® Oregano optimizes lamb health 
and performance, offering all of these benefits and more

Contact us today to learn how we are more than milk replacer

MyFarmWorks
Meet the NEW FarmWorks...

MyFarmWorks is 
cloud based and
fully mobile on
iPhone, Android,
Windows and Mac

Canada’s favourite farm software is now better than ever!

Pro OUT NOW!

FREE
one month

trial

Start your FREE one month trial today! Find out more:   www.myfarm.works    |    780-674-9564    |    hello@myfarm.works

Record and manage births, 
deaths, movements, weights, 
treatments and tag changes

Your data syncs
automatically

between devices

Multiple users and
unlimited stock 

numbers

Use on your phone,
laptop, X6 Stock

recorder, or all three!




